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Come, muses, come and help me to lament;

Come, woods ; come, waves ; come, hills ; come, doleful dales ;
Since life and death are both against me bent,

Come, gods ; come, men ; bear witness of my bales !
Oh, heavenly nymphs, come help my heavy heart
With sighs to see Dame Pleasure thus depart !

" The princely pleasures of the Court at Kenil-
worth," as they were styled by George Gascoigne, one
of the poets of the occasion, in his collection of the
11 verses, proses, or poetical inventions," specially
prepared for them, being over on the 27th of July,
the Queen and her courtiers next went to Lichfield,
where they occupied eight days in other entertain-
ments. Thence they proceeded to Chartley Castle,
the seat of Walter Devereux, Earl of Essex, who
was in Ireland, but whose wife was a sufficient host
in his absence. After that Stafford, Dudley, Worces-
ter, and other places were visited in succession,
and on the nth of September Elizabeth reached
Woodstock, the scene of her girlish confinement,
where she was again the Earl of Leicester's guest.

His three months of holiday-making in Warwick-
shire and the neighbouring counties, as one of the
youngest but not the least approved of her cour-
tiers, must have given Philip Sidney a full taste, if
not for the time a surfeit, of the gay life on which
he was entering.

His brief stay at Chartley may have had peculiar
interest for him. Here, doubtless, he first saw the
maiden whom he afterwards made famous under the
name of Stella. Lady Penelope Devereux was now
only about twelve years old, and, even if we are to